POLITICS AND MORALITY
II
Those who control the political fortunes of a country are
never able to be completely moral. Political life is a con-
flict between the highest known moral law and the demands
of expediency. And this conflict between morality and
expediency is at the root of our social and political crisis.
It is a conflict, endemic in all forms of society, whether of
the East or of the West, between those who feel that the end
justifies the means, and those who feel that the means pro-
foundly influences and can sometimes nullify the desired
end. To-day the whole of political controversy is a debate
between those who believe man to be a cog in an impersonal
process (whether economic, historical or dialectical) and
those who believe that man is an end in himself.
The moral saint is committed to the belief that man is
to be treated as an end in himself, whether he is an Indian
working in South Africa, a Jew in a Ghetto, a negro in
America, an unemployed worker in a capitalist system, or
a dissenting intellectual in a communist state. To those
who use the methods of expediency (and most of us do) the
'political' programmes of moral saints are never practicable.
For most of us the spinning wheel of Mahatma Gandhi
was a symbol, not a solution. But there are times when
symbols, whether they are spinning wheels, or hammers and
sickles, are more powerful than the best equipped means
of industrial production.
Symbols when they are employed by moral saints become
weapons of more than physical potency. This potency
arises from the appeal which a good man makes to men who
are not good, but in whom there exists (the doctrine of the
perfectibility of all men) a deep-seated desire to be good,
the urge which all men possess in some degree to be saints.
If there were no such desire we could never explain the
power of saints all the way down the ages to attract to them-
selves lesser men who, without the saint, would never
on their own initiative have attempted to reach to some
higher level of the spiritual life. For whatever else politics
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